Signs of Upheaval
Now, this fierce national competition, these
barriers against the exchange of goods, do not make
for peace. The present order cannot be a healthy
condition. Almost every economist agrees that the
recent crisis was accentuated by this economic
nationalism, by the drying up, that is, of the inter-
national exchange of goods and the fact that surplus
capital is not moving.
4. It is an age of plenty, but many people are in dire
want.
This statement has been so often repeated that
there is again no need to give detailed examples.
It has been one of the queerest symptoms of the
depression that, whereas on the one hand food and
certain goods have been destroyed because prices
have fallen so heavily that they would sell at a loss,
in many quarters of the world people have been
starving for want of these very goods. In China and
Japan there has been actual famine. In many of our
own industrial towns children and their mothers
are under-fed.
Modern machinery is capable of turning out goods
to an extent undreamed of by our ancestors, but
the producers have been destroying their products.
They have done this, not because there is over-
production and everyone has enough already; they
have done so in spite of the fact that millions of
people want the goods and'cannot get them.
It seems quite a crazy situation. There are ex-
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